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m listing of Claims will replace aU prior vendons, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Claims 1-6 (CANCELLED) 



7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A biasing element comprising: 
a center section haying a lenpth ..id center ^.H.^ , 
opening, said insertion »p ^ing extenriin^ ..in 

4^ a center opening degg^ said center .ectjpn .nd including 

opening; 

. pair of less deposed on each side of «id eenter secdon. of said leg, deftoing . 
^vi.y <»vto8 an opeo ,ide ,.d wherein ead. Of ^ c»«.. o„.^^ ^^„„ ^.^^ 

said ope, aides ace me .ame d.,ec«on «^ whe.e,n , 

are each loc^^ted on an it^i^m^^ 



8. (CANCELLED) 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) Thebia^ngele.e«ofeiai«7 whe^.aidce.«r 
secdon «mher dedne. a*«e«d a pair of side waU. ex«»iing f™, said base, and wh,„in .aeh 
of said side walls fcnher iaelnde engagomeot detents. 
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10. (ORIGINAL) The biasing element of claim 9 wherein said detents are opposing 
arcuate segments defined by said side walls. 



H. (ORIGINAL) The biasing element of claim 9 wherein said center section 
includes a side opening in each of the side walls, said openings ftrther defining said cavities. 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A differential assembly comprising: 
a differential case 

a pair of side gears located within said differential case; 

a pair of pmion gears coupled to a pinion shaft, said pinion shaft being coupled to said 
differential case so that said pinion gears rotationally engage said side gear.; 

a biasing dement disposed within said differential case ami coupled to said pinion shaft, 
said biasing element comprising a center section MnKAi.^^ defining a center opening 
wherein said pinion shaft is disposed within said center opening, said biasing element further 
including a pair of legs disposed on each side of said center section, each of said legs defining a 
cavity having an open side facing the same direction as said 



^^^^^^ includes an insertion apeninfr ^.j^ Im 



center opening and wherft^ V ^ cai/i 
inserrion ftppni]p|°; Mnf 



Papable of „ lowin. in^ntjon of ..j j pinion .haft into ..id rent^^^nin. when k...., 
elem^t is dispns^^ within paid diff<>r.nt.tl ca.e .nH ..»r ,.H 



DUMOn shaft 
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13. (ORIGINAL) The differential of claim 12 wherein said center section further 
defines a base and a pair of side walls extending fiom said base, and wherein each of said side 
walls fiirthCT include engagement detents. 

14. (ORIGINAL) Hie differential of claim 13 wherein said detents are opposing 
arcuate segments within in which the pinion shaft is seated. 

15. (ORIGINAL) The biasing element of claim 13 wherein said center section 
includes opening in the side walls, said openings further defining said cavities. 

16. (ORIGINAL) TTie biasing element of claim 15 wherein said differential further 
inchides a pair of output shafts coupled to said pair of side gears, said output shafts being 
disposable within said cavities. 

17. (NEW) The biasing element of claim 7 wherein said center section includes a 
pair of side walls extending between said base and said legs and wherein said legs and said side 
walls meet at said insertion side. 

18. (NEW) The biasing element of claim 17 wherein said center opening further 
includes pinion shaft openings defined by said center section and said side walls, said pinion 
shaft openings being located adjacent to said insertion opening. 



Papft 4 rif 7 
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19. (NEW) The biasing element of claim 1 7 wherein said legs extend away from said 
ins^on side. 

20. (NEW) The biasing element of claim 7 wherein said legs include leg ends and 
wherein said leg ends are opposite said insertion side. 

21. (NEW) The biasing element of claim 7 wherein said legs include leg ends and 
wherein said leg ends are on the same side as said base, 

22. (NEW) The biasing element of claim 7 wherein said insertion opening is capable 
of receiving a pinion shaft 

23. (NEW) A biasing element comprising: 

a center secHon having a length, said center section defining a center opening and 
wherein said center opeaiing includes an insertion opening extending said length: 

a pair of legs disposed on each side of said center section, each of said legs defining a 
cavity having an open side and wherein each of said insertion opening and said open sides face 
the same direction. 

24. (NEW) The biasing element of claim 23 wherein said insertion opening is 
capable of receiving a pinion shaft. 
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